98.   INTERVIEW TO "THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE"

POONA,

January 19, 1924

The jail authorities cannot be blamed. Our fight must be
clean. Appendicitis is a difficult disease to diagnose. Col. Murray
is one of the best men I have met. He has been very kind to me.
He is conscientious, considerate and kind. I hold the highest
opinion about him.

The Searchlight, 27-1-1924

99.   INTERVIEW TO DILIP KUMAR ROT*
February 2, 1924
Our conversation having that morning centred round music, Mahatmaji
told me in passing how fond he really was of music even though he could
not boast of the power of any expert or analytic appreciation. He had said:
I am so fond of music that once, while I was in a South African
Hospital and ailing from a bruise on my upper lip, I felt greatly
soothed as the daughter of a friend of mine sang the song 'Lead,
Kindly Light5 at my request.
On my asking him if he knew any of the beautiful songs of Mirabai, he
said :
Yes, I have heard a good many of them. They are so beauti-
ful. It's because they come from the heart and not from any
desire to compose or to please a public.
I called the same evening at his request. After the music, I saw that it
had affected him visibly. For I thought I saw his eyes glisten even in that
none-too-bright light of the hospital.
*CI feel," said I after a short pause, "that our beautiful music has been
sadly neglected in the schools and colleges." Mahatmaji replied:
l The interview between Gandhiji and Roy, an exponent of Indian
music and inmate of the Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry, took place at the
Sassoon Hospital. The extract given here is from a report which was also repro-
duced in The HMu, 7-2-1924, and later, featured in Roy's book Among the Great,
Jaico Publishing House, Bombay. According to the author, Gandhiji had re-
vised the reports of the talks and authorized him to publish them in the book.